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Task: TF-VAA02: Enhancement of VAAC products 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

Work is ongoing to incorporate suggestions made by IATA regarding VAAC products at the 

IAVWOPSG/6 meeting in Dakar in September 2011 (IAVWOPSG/6 WP/39 refers).  The 

intention is to provide an updated version of IVATF/2 WP/24 at the IVATF/3 meeting. 

 

In addition to the input provided by IATA, additional input regarding this task was provided 

during IVATF/2.  For example, WP/28 of IVATF/2 looked at current use of VAAC products 

and made recommendations concerning changes to these.  As well, a number of other papers 

presented at IAVWOPSG/6 were relevant to this task.  These suggestions will be examined 

and incorporated, where possible. 

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

No new issues to report.  As in the past, conflicting workloads or priorities are often a 

hindrance in progressing with IVATF work. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

In the task list stemming from IVATF/1, it was mentioned that coordination may be required 

with AIR, ATM and SCI Sub-Groups.  Some exchanges have taken place with these Sub-

Groups, but their input has not yet been solicited for this specific task. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Barring consensus, the final report submitted to IVATF/4 summarizing the views of the 

IAVW CG on this task will present different points of view for those items on which there are 

diverging opinions.   

 

It is expected that any non-resolved issues related to this task will be passed on to the 

IAVWOPSG following the dissolution of the IVATF/4 in June 2012. 

 

 



 

Task: TF-VAA03: Investigation into the feasibility of using collaborative decision 

making amongst IAVW participants (e.g. VAACs, MWOs, ANSPs, airlines and volcano 

observatories) 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

The United States, in developing the CONOPS for volcanic ash for ICAO (through the 

IAVWOPSFG), is also proposing that procedures that describe the functional requirements 

for collaborative decision sharing of information be included in the CONOPS in lieu of 

preparing a separate stand alone document.  

 

After a global VA CONOPS is agreed, then ICAO Regions can use this information to revise 

Regional Contingency Plans.  

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

None. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

ATM 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Fold the task for CDM into the development of the CONOPS. 

 

 



 

Task: TF-VAA05: Investigation into the benefits of the VAACs providing CSV data files 

or alternative with the ash boundaries using specific FIR intersection points in view of 

assisting States in the issuance of consistent volcanic ash SIGMET and 

NOTAM/ASHTAM 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

At the close of IVATF/2, the IVATF concluded that the IAVW Coordination Group should 

continue to monitor the development of data formats within ICAO and WMO frameworks. 

The group assigned to this task has initiated a search for any such standards proposed or 

defined for meteorological data.  

 

Recently, the Aerodrome Meteorological Observation and Forecast Study Group (AMOFSG) 

of ICAO considered the transition of meteorological information to table driven data 

representation, and reached consensus that initially for METAR/SPECI, TAF and SIGMET 

enabling clauses should be introduced into Annex 3 (Amendment 76) to allow their exchange 

in XML and GML code forms in place of the existing BUFR code form requirement. Roll-out 

of XML/GML for meteorological information will now be taken forwards by a new 

Meteorological Aeronautical Requirements and Information Exchange Project Team 

(MARIE-PT). 

 

At the same time the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has agreed to undertake the 

development of a schema for XML/GML and has established a Task Team on Aviation XML 

(TT-AvXML) with terms of reference related to the implementation of XML for aeronautical 

meteorological information. 

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

No major issues have arisen.  

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

In the task list stemming from IVATF/1, it was mentioned that coordination may be required 

with the ATM group; however, no specific coordination has yet been identified or acted upon.  

 

However, it is apparent from discussions with various IVATF participants during IVATF/2 

that there is no evidence of reluctance to accept XML as a data format for the issuance of 

graphical volcanic ash guidance.  

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Recommend that this task be closed out in that ICAO has established the MARIE-PT which 

has the responsibility to develop the logical model for WXXM and WMO has agreed to work 

with ICAO to develop the schema to implement XML/GML first starting with 

METAR/SPECI, TAF and SIGMET with a view to its application for all required 



aeronautical meteorological information in support of the future global ATM system. 

 



 

Task: TF-VAA06: In the context of ongoing discussion concerning the issuance of 

regional SIGMET advisories, and of the work being undertaken by the IAVWOPSG 

and METWSG with respect to improved SIGMET information for volcanic ash, offer 

input to these groups on the provision of SIGMET information for large complex events, 

including the consideration of adding measure of uncertainty and/or levels of ash 

concentration in their products. 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

Study Notes and Information Papers were presented to the METWSG/3 meeting (Montreal, 

November 2010) by various parties to: 

a) suggest improvements to SIGMET information for complex events,  

b) suggest that volcanic ash be used as a proof of concept for Regional Warning Centres, 

and  

c) inform the METWSG of relevant IVATF discussions 

 

A summary of discussions can be found at: 

http://www2.icao.int/en/anb/met-aim/met/metwsg/Lists/Meetings/AllItems.aspx 

 

No further progress has been made since the presentation of the WP on Complex SIGMET at 

IAVWOPSG/6 where consensus was not achieved on how to resolve the issues involved with 

a complex SIGMET. 

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

No concurrence towards resolution on a way forward. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Nil 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Recommend that this task be noted as complete for the IVATF and that the IAVWOPSG be 

authorized to further investigate per the following conclusion: 

 

Conclusion 6/21 — Graphical SIGMET for complex volcanic ash events (Model SVA) 

and the assessment of volcanic ash advisory replacing the SIGMET for volcanic ash 

That an ad-hoc group composed of .United States (Rapporteur), Australia, Japan, France, UK, 

New Zealand, IATA, IFALPA and WMO be tasked to: 

a) conduct an assessment that evaluates: 

 1) whether the VAA/VAG could be used to replace the SIGMET for volcanic ash, 

 and, if agreed in principle, what would be required to achieve roll-out; 

 2) the capability of the nine VAACs to provide global service of volcanic ash to 

 replace the SIGMET for volcanic ash; 

http://www2.icao.int/en/anb/met-aim/met/metwsg/Lists/Meetings/AllItems.aspx


 3) what would be required to achieve global harmonization and standardization of a 

 VAA that would be used; 

 4) how the VAA would be used by air navigation service providers to advise flight 

 crews for aircraft in flight; and 

 5) the impact of removing the responsibility for this task from Meteorological Watch 

 Offices and delegating it to the VAAC Provider States; and 

b) report back to IAVWOPSG/7. 

 



 

Task TF-VAA07: Improvement to Volcano Observatory provisions 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

A quiet period with relatively little progress.   

 

Discussions with participants in SCI04 (Coordinate with WMO on sharing of Met data) have 

shown that there is rich potential for cross-fertilisation of tasks. This will be discussed at the 

next meeting of the WMO VASAG in late January. 

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Nil additional. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

SCI 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Suggest Secretariat and task leaders discuss a detailed plan to progress implementation of 

revised arrangements and discernment of additional measures that may be required. 

 

 



 

Task: TF-VAA10: Further development of a Concept of Operations for the IAVW 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

The group coordinator was unable to submit his previous update before commencing annual 

leave. 

 

The initial version of the ConOps for the IAVW was circulated and reviewed by all interested 

stakeholders.  The comments have been reviewed and those comments that are considered 

relevant are being incorporated into a second version of the CONOPS.   A second version is 

being drafted for coordination to include not only the comments received but new material as 

an outcome from the IAVWOPSG/6 meeting and provision of information on performance 

standards and a concept of information sharing.  

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

None. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

ConOps to be coordinated across the board with all sub-groups and presented at IAVWOPSG 

for further consideration.  

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Recommend that the ConOps be posted on the IAVWOPSG web page, similar to the ConOps 

for Space Weather, and send out a letter of invitation to States and other international 

organizations to review and comment. 

 

 



 

Task: TF-VAA11: Guidance material for the conduct of Volcanic ash exercises 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

A paper was drafted and sent to members of the group on 17 November 2011 requesting 

feedback by 9 December 2011.  

 

Comments were received only from Canada and New Zealand. The United States requested 

an extension to the feedback date.  

 

A reminder was sent to the United States requesting feedback on 5 January 2012.  

 

Comments will be incorporated in the paper over the next few weeks and a final draft 

circulated by the end of January.  

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

None so far. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

None identified. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Nil. 

 

 



 

Task: TF-VAA12: Improvements to Volcanic Activity Report (VAR) form, including 

taxonomy and transmission, in support of the IAVW 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

Task progress has been achieved through TF-ATM03. Discussion ongoing. Decisions for 

further development required at IVATF/3. 

 

No progress on global VAR database. 

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

As reported in IVATF/2 WP29. 

 

Pilot Briefing material to be developed to improve pilot reporting. 

 

Definition of “pre-eruptive activity” to be clarified, so that pilots have clear guidance as to 

what should be reported. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

ATM SG to review the communication chain regarding the collection and dissemination of 

pilot reports of volcanic activity (task TF-ATM03). 

 

VAACs and MWOs to specify their requirements on VAR information. 

 

AIR SG, EASA etc to specify requirements on VAR information for airworthiness purposes. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Coordinate work with above mentioned groups. 

 

Discuss offers to host future database with potential hosts and develop requirements. 

 

 

 

— END — 


